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no ofmovement between signs. Recently
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my Curly was entered in a rally trial
that required more sits than I had ever
before encountered. If I had needed to0 repeat the sit command even once for
each of the sits in that trial, our course
time would have slowed down consid—
erably. Even so, she was becoming
bored with all of that sitting toward the
end of the course.

I do not suggest rushing around a
rally course, but with the number of sits
required in some course setups, a quick
sit is nice to have. I start teaching many
activities with puppies right in the
house, a few times during the day.A
treat is never forthcomingunless there
is some response to a command—down,
sit, stand, and stay. All can be incorpo—
rated into everyday living, right in your
own home. I always have treats in my
pockets, whetherjust plain kibble or
something more delicious.The sit com—
mand is probably my most frequently
required action, and when they sit, I
rather make a fool ofmyself and praise
elfusively.
When training outside, I will do a

few steps of heeling with a quick sit,
then a small treat popped into the dog’s
mouth. Short and sweet is what I

adhere to when training Curlies.
I next hope to have a column about

the new Barn Hunt activity that has
recently become quite popular.
—Ann Shinkle, annshinkle@aol.com
Curly—coated Retriever club of

America website: armorg

Flat-Coated
Retrievers
Your New Flat-Coat Puppy

ome challenges of raising your new
Flat—Coated Retriever puppy might

come as a surprise to you ifyou have
previously raised other retriever or
retriever mixed—breed puppies. Be
prepared for a puppy who needs mental
as well as physical exercise, calm
handling to prevent separation anxiety,
and structure for mental and emotional
development.
You should prepare for your new

Flat—Coat before he arrives.All dogs are
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creatures of habit, and many of your
Flat—Coat’s habits begin as soon as you
bring him home.
First, take him for a walk outdoors

alone,with a long line dragging behind
him ifyou have no fenced yard, so that
the first place he urinates or defecates is
an area you have chosen for that pur—
pose.
Next, take him to the place where he

will spend the night, and do what you
can to make him feel comfortable
there.Take him there four or five times
more during that first day. (If the Flat—

Coat will typically be left alone for
most of the day, he must be allowed to
spend each night in the bedroomof a
family member, rather than alone.)
Third, take him to the non—carpeted

room in the house where you will
spend the most time with him. (This is
usually the kitchen.) Then,while in
that room, or else outdoors, introduce
your puppy gently and quietly to each
family member, one at a time.
Introduce people first, then animals.
When raising a Flat—Coat puppy,

your gates should all be double—latched,
crates should be certified for airline use
(meaning they are sturdy and well
built), and partitions and baby gates
should be sturdy, tall, and escape proof.
If it is possible for any puppy to get out
of an enclosure, a Flat—Coat will do it.
Trying to patch things up after an
escape will create a Houdini. Outdoor
fencing should be at least five feet high,
and preferably six or seven feet. Flat—
Coats can be trained to respect a lower
fence, but that training has to be exten—
sive. It isn’t that the Flat—Coat is always
trying to get away; it is that they are
opportunists, always looking for com—
pany or excitement.

To keep him interested and enter—

tained, the Flat—Coat puppy should be
encouraged to playwith retrieving and
interactive toys.Tease your puppy with
a toy and throw it a short distance.
When he picks it up, run away, call him,
and clap your hands, so he chases you.
Praise and pet him when he arrives, but
don’t reach for the toy. Tease him with
a second toy, but throw it only after he
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has dropped his.This will prevent him
from feeling competitive with you over
toys as he wouldwith another puppy. It
will also encourage him to come to
you quickly and to have a cooperative
instead of competitive attitude toward
you and other family members.
In fact,when a Flat—Coat has a stolen

or undesirable object in his mouth, it is
effective to tease him with a toy or
treat to get him to drop it.Then throw
the toy or treat, and pick up and hide
the undesirable object while he is not
looking.
The Flat—Coat is a dependent and

emotional breed.To keep the puppy
calm when you leave him and to pre—
vent separation anxiety,practice leaving
and returning to him when his excite—

ment is channeled toward toys and play,
whether he is in a room, yard, or crate.
Be pleasant but calm for 15 to 20 min—

utes before leaving and after returning
to him.
—SallyTerroux, sjterroux@aol.com
Flat—Coated Retriever Society of

America website: FCRSAinc.org

Golden Retrievers
Goldens Immortalized

gathering of 222 GoldenARetrievers is a noteworthy event
in and of itself—and when those
Goldens collect on the grounds of the
breeds ancestral home at the Guisachan
estate in Iverness, Scotland, the meeting
takes on immense historic proportions.
Among the 350 people attending

that Golden Retriever Guisachan
Reunion in July 2013 was the Friends
of Guisachan, an international group
recently formed to educate Golden
owners about the breeds history and its
ancestral home in ScotlandThe
Friends Advisory Board includes breed
experts from the Golden Retriever
Club ofAmerica and the Golden
Retriever Club of ScotlandThe
group’s website offers information on
breed history and the famous
Guisachan mansion house, kennel, and
grounds.
The board has sponsored a project to

commission a life—size bronze statue of


