


time, but taking time now will deter-
mine just how well adjusted your
Curly will become as months go by.
—Ann Shinkle, Grand Island, Fla.;
annshinkle@aol.com 4

The Flat-Coated Retriever
Head ParT TWO
he best guidelines for examining
and evaluating the Flat-Coat head
are the two outline drawings that
appear in our illustrated breed
standard.

The Flat-Coat head should be evalu-
ated from the side, as shown in one of
the outline drawings, to judge the stop—
which should be both minimal and very
gradual. The brow over the eye is raised
and if viewed from an angle it can
appear to be a pronounced stop, which
is a serious fault in the breed. Viewing
the profile of the head from the side is
also the only way to evaluate the rela-
tionship of skull to muzzle, and the
depth of muzzle throughout its length. If
a dog is lippy, be sure that you are eval-
uating the bone structure of the muzzle
with the mouth closed and the lip
moved out of the way. The top of the
head should appear neither dished-face
nor down-faced.

The other outline drawing shows the
head, as viewed from above. This is
how the top of the head should be
studied. Hold the ears out of the way
to evaluate the width at the back of the
skull, which should be no wider than
the width of the skull at the eyes.
There should be no dip or chiseling
beneath the eyes, but as much fill as
possible, creating as straight a line as
possible down each side of the face.
There shouldn’t be any bulgy cheeks;

%the Flat-Coat head has clean lines

2 overall. The muzzle will never be as

g broad as the skull but should be as

= = broad and as deep as possible, right

& & down to the broad nostril. The scissors
'blte is preferred, but a level bite is

T acceptable The jaws are long and

z 5 strong with a broad, strong underjaw.
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2 The occiput is not accentuated but

forms a gentle curve
where it fits strongly
into the neck.

Ears should be rela-
tively small. Most Flat-
Coat ears easily reach
to the corner of the
eye but are not pendu-
lous or houndlike.
They are well feath-
ered. The feathering
can be trimmed to the
outline of the ear and
blended in with pluck-
ing or stripping, but
the hair on the ear
should never be
trimmed short. The set
of the ear is close to
the side of the head.
When alert, the inside
corner of the ear at the
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top is level with the top Flat-Coated Retriever

of the head and never
higher. Nor is the ear ever low-set or
houndlike.

Eyes are almond shaped, of medium
size, and set widely apart. Raised,
mobile brows give the Flat-Coat an
intelligent and kind expression. Eye
color is dark brown or hazel and, even
with a liver dog, blends with the coat
color. Eyes are not large or round or
yellow in color. Eye-rims are tight and
self-colored. The lips and the nose are
also self-colored. When judging eye
color on a young puppy, have the
puppy held up facing the sun. This will
help you to better judge the depth of
the color. Tightness of eyelids can
change as the puppy develops, but if
the puppy has heavy flews (lips) he or
she will probably have loose lower
eyelids as well. —Sally J. Terroux, Arvada,
Colo.; sjterroux@aol.com +
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Baiting

Standing outside a ring at a show
recently, I overheard two people

discussing what was going on in the

ring. Both were obviously attending

their first dog show. “Wow,” said the

first. “They must never feed their dogs
before showing them so they have to
feed them in the ring.” “Yes,” replied
the other, “feeding must be an
important part of showing because
everyone is doing it.”

This got me thinking about baiting
and the fact that, yes, it does seem that
everyone’s doing it and that it’s
become an integral part of showing.
But why do people bait dogs? I'm
never sure that exhibitors really know
why they’re doing it, except that
“everyone else is doing it.”

Some people seem so focused on
feeding the dog that they become
oblivious to what the dog actually
looks like while they blissfully feed
away. Often the dog, in trying to get
the food more quickly, has moved its
legs into a very unflattering position.
Rear legs are overstretched. Front feet
turn in or out, yet the handler hardly
seems to notice as she stuffs more food
in the dog’s mouth.

Flinging bait about the ring also
seems a part of the exercise. Handlers
throw bait around with abandon, and
many never bother to pick it up. At a
recent show, a handler in the next ring
flung liver for his Great Dane directly
into the path of the dogs gaiting in my
ring! He did this several times, and I
was forced to ask the steward in his
ring to ask him to cease and desist.
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